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British Columbia Library 


Association Annual Convention 


The fortieth annual convention of the British 
Columbia Library Association is to be held at 
the Qualicum Beach Hotel on Sunday and 
Monday, May 20 and 21. Particular emphasis 
this year is being placed upon the work of 
library trustees, and the panel discussions, 
which have always been an important part of 
every B.C. Library Association convention, will 
deal with library boards and the important 
part they play in effective library administra- 
tion. 

As far as the location for the convention is 
concerned, little need be said. It is doubtful 
whether any other summer resort in the province 
is better known than Qualicum Beach, or more 
fondly remembered by those who have visited 
it. The Association would have to have searched 
far for a more attractive spot for the meeting. 
Tentative Programme 
Sunday, May 20 

a.m. Trustees meeting. 
3:00 p.m. General session—Panel discus- 
sion: “Trustees and _ Library 
Problems.” 
Chairman: Mr. E. S. Robinson, 
Librarian, Vancouver Public 
Library. 

6:30 p.m. Convention dinner—Speaker to 

be announced. 

9:30 p.m. Some fun and frolic 
Monday, May 21 
9:30 a.m. Business meeting. 

2:00 Luncheon. 

(Clerical section will have a lun 
cheon meeting.) 

Section meetings — Cataloguing, 
Children and School, Circulation, 
Reference, Regional, Special Li- 
brarians (tentative). 


2:00 p.m. 


Sursary Party 
Dinner. 
Boat leaves Nanaimo for Van- 


5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

8:15 p.m. 

couver (Standard Time). 

Accommodation and Travel 

At this season of the year, the hotel can 
accommodate eighty persons if the rooms are 
shared. The rates vary from $5.00 to $7.50 a 
day for rooms; suites are $10.00. There are no 
cottages. The types of rooms vary from “double 
room, without bath, woods view” at $10.00 a 
day (for two), through “two rooms, with con- 


necting bath, balcony, sea view” at $28.50 a 
day (for four) to “twin bed suite—bedroom, 
sitting-room, and treplace, tub-shower, veran- 
dah” at $20.00 a day (for two). There is hot 
and cold running water throughout the hotel. 
\n extra bed will have to be installed in some 
of the larger rooms should the registration 
prove heavy. All prices include meals. 

Members travelling from Vancouver can go 
by boat from Vancouver to Nanaimo, then by 
bus or car to Qualicum. Boats sail from the 
C.P.R. dock in Vancouver at 10:00 a.m.; 5:00 
p.m., and 6:45 p.m. daily (Standard time), 
arriving in Nanaimo two-and-one-half hours 
later. The regular boat fare is $3.60 return, but 
party fares of $2.50 or $2.20 are obtainable 
when groups of from fifteen to twenty-four, or 
over twenty-five are travelling together. These 
tickets must be purchased in a block; therefore, 
if you wish to take advantage of the saving, 
please enclose $2.50 with you registration. The 
committee will buy your ticket and any refund 
or collection will be made at Qualicum. Those 
who plan to take cars will make their own 
arrangements both for reserving car space and 
for paying the fare for their cars. The driver 
may still travel on a “party fare” ticket. 

If you are not driving, you will need to take 
a bus from Nanaimo to Qualicum (30 miles). 
Regular buses leave Nanaimo at 2:00 p.m. and 
9:10 p.m. (Daylight Saving time) and the fare 
is $2.25 return or $1.25 one way. It is expected 
that the main group of members will plan to 
leave Vancouver on the 10:00 a.m. (Standard 
time) boat on Sunday morning and return 
Monday evening on the boat leaving Nanaimo 
at 8:15 p.m. (Standard time). If this proves to 
be the case, special buses will be chartered to 





accommodate them. 

Victoria members planning to come by bus, 
are advised that the following schedule of the 
Vancouver Island Coach Lines will be in effect 
at the time of the conference. (All times are 
Daylight Saving.) 

Lv. Victoria Arr. Qualicum 

9:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 
11:00 a.m. (via the “Islander Ltd.) 3:00 p.m. 
5:45 p.m 10:10 p.m. 
Buses leave Qualicum, returning to Victoria at 
12:12 noon (via the “Islander Ltd.) and at 
7:27 p.m. 
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Qualicum Beach Hotel 


Registration forms have been sent to all 
libraries. They should be returned as soon as 
possible to Miss Amy Hutcheson, Public Li- 
brary, New Westminster. You will aid the 


committee if you will indicate on these forms 
the following information: 

1. The type of accommodation you would 

prefer (we will give it to you if we can). 


nw 


The name or names of those with whom 
you would like to share your room. 

3. The times at which you plan to arrive 
and your mode of transport. 


Convention Committees 


Housing Committee: Miss Amy Hucheson, 
New Westminster, Public Library, 
Chairman. 

Programme Committee: Miss Anne Berry, 
Mrs. Margaret Brunette, Miss Dor- 
een Fraser, University Library, 
Chairman. 


Publications of the Government of British Columbia 
1871-1947, by Marjorie C. Holmes 


In the publication of her bibliography, Miss 
Holmes has done an invaluable service in the 
field of reference work. It is the first complete 
provincial document list to be printed in Canada 
and all reference librarians must sincerely wish 
that it may become the forerunner of nine more. 

In 1939 the first checklist was printed, “Pub- 
lications of the government of British Columbia, 
1871-1937,” compiled by Mr. Sydney Weston. 
In her foreword, Miss Holmes says, “At first 
it was thought that a supplement to the former 
work would be sufficient to bring it up to date, 
but so many documents of the period 1871-1937 
have been found that it made a complete re- 
vision seem imperative.” The new work is, 
therefore, both a revision and an enlargement. 
The form of the earlier work has wisely been 
retained as it had become familiar and had 
proved satisfactory. 

The book, of 254 pages, is divided into nine- 
teen chapters. The first is headed, Executive 
Publications and covers the Legislature, Select 
Committees, Royal and Special Commissions. 
In the last category only commissions subse- 
quent to 1942 have been listed as all earlier ones 
appear in Miss Holmes’ publication, Royal 
Commissions and Commissions of Inquiry, 


1872-1942. The following seventeen chapters are 
devoted to the departments of the government, 
alphabetically arranged. The final chapter covers 
boards, commissions, etc. 

Each chapter begins with a concise and com- 
plete history of the department and with a 
listing of its responsibilities and administrative 
functions. The bibliography of its publications 
follows, divided into branches, divisions and 
other units of organization. Within each unit 
serials are placed first, then special publications. 
This arrangement is at once simple and logical 
and makes for quick and exact reference. 

It is seen at once that this is much more than 
a checklist. It is a complete and scholarly biblio- 
graphy. It is a key to the history of government 
printing since 1871. We who have had at times 
to search for the information now handed to us 
in this book can appreciate the research that 
has gone into its compilation and the patience 
and accuracy demanded. 

An excellent feature is the greatly expanded 
index, fourteen pages long. It is an index by 
subject, by author, by corporate author and by 
exact title when necessary for identification. 
The format of the book is according to the 
best government standards, with clear print 





and margins wide enough for pencil checking 
and for insertions of call numbers. 

The Provincial Library of British Columbia 
has built up a fine tradition of leadership and 
generosity in its relations with other reference 
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libraries of the province and throughout Canada. 
The compilation of this book by its assistant 
librarian is another example of its helpfulness 
and high standards. —Irene McAfee, 

Vancouver Public Library. 


Public Library Commission 


Estimates for the Public Library Commission 
for the fiscal year 1951-52, which have been 
approved by the legislature, include an item of 
$50,000 for “scheduled grants,” in addition to 
$30,000 for “grant-in-aid.” The latter appropria- 
tion is the same as last year. The Commission 
had requested $192,000 for scheduled grants, 
which it was estimated at the time would permit 
implementation of grants in full according to 
the schedule recommended in the revised “Pro- 
gramme for Library Development in British 
Columbia.” 

Arrangements are being made whereby the 
North Vancouver School Board, with financial 
assistance from the Public Library Commission 
and the Department of Education, and under 
the general supervision of the Commission, will 
proceed with the development of regional 
library service for its schools along the general 
lines started under the direction of Mrs. M. 
Dorey. 

North Burnaby Public Library Association 
on March 16 formally opened the doors of its 
recently enlarged library at 4126 Hastings Street, 
East. It is estimated that a population of 20,000 
resides within a mile radius of the library, about 
one-third of the total population of the muni- 
cipality. The library board has been very zeal- 
ous in providing book service for this commun- 
ity, but it realizes that its library is not equipped 
to provide anything approaching adequate 
public library service even for this section of 
Burnaby. Municipal authorities do not entirely 
lack information as to public library needs. 

Bill No. 49, “An Act to amend the ‘Public 
Libraries Act’,” received its third reading on 
April 10 and will doubtless be law by the time 
the “Bulletin” goes to press. In brief it provides 
for the following: 

(1) Simplification of the procedure for conver- 
sion of a Public Library Association to a 
Municipal Public Library. 

(2) Change of the terminology “Union Li- 

brary” to “Regional Library.” 


(3) Payment by the Provincial Treasury much 
earlier in the year of library tax funds 
due the regional libraries from the rural 
areas of school districts. 

(4) Permission for any library, with the con- 

sent of its Municipal Council, to enter into 

agreements to administer a library or libraries 
outside its own municipal boundaries. 

Mr. George C. Noble, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Saskatchewan and McGill Library 
School, has joined the staff of the Commission’s 
North-Central Branch at Prince George as a 
senior library assistant. Mr. Noble served in 
the R.C.A.F. during the war and has had library 
experience in governmental libraries in Ottawa. 

—C. K. Morison. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


Fraser Valley Union Library 

The F.V.U.L. has been active in the publicity 
field recently. Schedules of the bookmobile 
routes are being published monthly in all valley 
newspapers and “write-ups” on library activities 
have been arranged. We are also working on a 
four-page folder, giving a synopsis of library 
service under snappy headings, to be printed 
and distributed throughout the library area. 

A book display on pre-fabricated houses and 
building in general was set up in the Hotel 
Vancouver, in connection with the recent con- 
vention of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. This 
organization is sponsaring the building of 
“teacherages” on a co-operative basis and we 
were asked to put on a display tying in with 
the project. 

On April 12 and 13, the Abbotsford Lions 
Club sponsored an Auto Show at Abbotsford 
Airport and were kind enough to allocate to our 
library a booth. We put on a display of books on 
the automobile and allied industries, together 
with books of general interest, which received 
considerable attention from visitors from all 
over the valley. 

On May 4th we are arranging a display on 
Hobbies at the Pine Grove Community Hall, in 
connection with the annual Hobby Club pro- 
gramme. 

Activities in general are going ahead. We have 
opened a deposit station at Aldergrove, and 
have put on an additional bookmobile route, 
making eleven routes in all. 

A sketch-plan of the proposed new headquar- 
ters building has been prepared and the promise 
of a site secured from the Abbotsford Village 
Commissioners. Now all we need is the money! 
We are having no success, to date, with fund- 
raising ideas but still have hopes of getting 
something started this year. 

—Ronald Ley. 


New Westminster Public Library 


Mrs. Marjorie Lane Logan joined the staff 
March 1st replacing Mr. Konrad Egilson as 
reference librarian. Mr. Egilson is now librarian 
of the Attorney-General’s Department. 

Library Board estimates for 1951, amounting 
to $30,016.58, were passed by the city council. 
Salary increases of 12 percent were granted to 
library employees by the board in keeping with 


increases granted New Westminster civic em- 
ployees. 

Library board personnel for 1951 is as follows: 
Mr. F. Craig Munroe, Chairman; Mr. W. G. 
Lambert, Vice-Chairman; Mrs. C. D. Peele, 
Mrs. H. Culter, Mrs. A. P. Parr, Ald. T. R. 
Radbourne, and Mr. W. O. Armitage. 

—Ruth Cameron. 


Okanagan Union Library 


’Flu and its resulting complications continue 
to play havoc with our staff. On top of it all, 
this has been a particularly busy spring, with 
February and March producing the largest 
circulations ever known in the library. 

During Education Week, we had, besides the 
usual exhibition of books relating to the sub- 
ject, a display of high school posters on the 
theme of education, which were prize-winners 
in a province-wide contest. Several exhibits of 
recommended pre-school books were also sent 
to some of the branches at the request of the 
P.-T.A. The librarian also addressed meetings 
of the Women’s Institutes and P.-T.A. on the 
subject of books for children and reading in 
the home. 

—Agnes L. Stiell. 


University Library 

Mr. Dean Bonney, Library Assistant in the 
Reference Division, and Mr. Fred De Brunner, 
Clerk 1 and the Acquisitions Division, both left 
the Library at the end of March. 

For the fashion show on February 26 the 
Brock Lounge was crowded to capacity. Most 
of the models were members of the University 
staff, and the display of clothes provided by the 
T. Eaton Company gave a most charming pre- 
view of spring apparel. The event netted the 
sum of $319.05 which has been turned over to 
the B.C.L.A. Bursary Fund. 

Another interesting event was the visit to the 
University on March 29 and 30 of Mr. Neal 
Harlow, Assistant Librarian of the University 
of California at Los Angeles. Mr. Harlow met 
the Library staff at tea in the staff lounge and 
gave a most delightful and informal talk about 
the Library at U.C.L.A. and made some enter- 
taining comments on conditions there. 

Miss Anne Barton, a member of the Catalogue 
Division, was called home to Fredericton, N.B., 
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early in March because of her mother’s serious 
illness. We understand that Mrs. Barton’s con- 
dition is improving and we hope to have Miss 
Barton back in the Library very soon. 


Provincial Library and Archives 

By an act passed at this year’s session of the 
legislature, the Provincial Archivist and Librar- 
ian has been given the authority to supervise 
the disposal of all government departmental 
material. This marks an important step in the 
preservation of important documents and re- 
cords, for it means that everything which has 
historical value will now be retained for future 
research. 

Both the library and the archives were praised 
on the floor of the House again this year. The 
members singled out the library’s newspaper 
index for particular commendation, and it is 
true that this extensive index year by year 
proves of increasing value to them and is used 
increasingly by them. 


Vancouver Island Union Library 

Deposit stations at Lake Cowichan, Qualicum 
Beach, and Campbell River have been moved 
to new and larger quarters, with Campbell 
River being raised to the status of a branch. 
The Ladysmith branch is being moved into 
temporary quarters as the City Hall, where it 
is at present housed, is being torn down. Plans 
for the new City Hall show a large and attrac- 
tive room being set aside for the library. 

Arrangements have been made with the 
Courtenay School District Board of Trustees 
to have children in outlying areas brought to 
the Comox branch by school bus in order to 
obtain books. 

The University Women’s Club of Nanaimo 
are sponsoring children’s story hours on Satur- 
day mornings in the Nanaimo branch. The 
story hours are conducted by seniors of John 
Shaw High School under the supervision of 
members of the club, and it is hoped to be able 
to carry these through into the summer with 
regular story hours in the city playgrounds. 

The Nanaimo Sea Rangers, a group of girls 
who are all over fifteen years of age, have 
volunteered to deliver books to shut-ins and 
elderly people who are unable to come to the 
library. Lists of such people are being obtained 
from the local doctors, C.A.R.S., Welfare Office 
and similar groups. (Credit Miss Ena Young, 
Nanaimo custodian, with originating and or- 
ganizing this service.) —J. C. Lort. 








Vancouver Public Library 

Miss Marjorie Mews, Assistant Librarian of 
the St. John’s, Newfoundland, Public Library, 
joined the staff of the Kitsilano Branch in 
February. She is spending a year’s leave of 
absence in travel combined with intervals of 
work in libraries. We have enjoyed having her 
with us as well as the opportunity it gave us of 
getting a much clearer picture than we had of 
library activities in this our newest province. 
We wish her good fortune when she leaves us 
in May to continue her trip. 

The Vancouver Public Library is to be host 
to the Pacific Northwest Library Public Rela- 
tions Council the afternoon of May 5th. Public 
relations representatives from the various librar- 
ies of the Pacitic Northwest will meet in Edith 
Adam’s Cottage, the Sun Building, to consider 
“Films and Your Public,” with Miss Dorothy 
Salisbury of the Fine Arts Division talking on 
Canadian films and their use in libraries. Repre- 
sentatives from the Vancouver Film Council 
and from the National Film Board will contri- 
bute to the informal discussion which will 
follow. 

The library staff received a 124%% salary 
increase retroactive to January 1. The basic 
salary scale for professionals has thus been 
raised two steps, the minimum starting rate. 
now being $206 instead of $185 per month. A 
revision of the basic clerical scale is at present 
under consideration. 

—Marjorie Sing. 


Positions Vacant 


Librarian to take charge of Pool Library and 
supervise all school libraries in North Vancou- 
ver. Apply stating experience and qualifications 
to H.G. McConnell, Secretary-Treasurer, North 
Vancouver School District No. 44, North Van- 
couver, B.C. 


Clerical assistant to school librarian, with 
ability in typing, preferably with some library 
experience. Apply H. G. McConnell, Secretary- 
Treasurer, North Vancouver School District 
No. 44, North Vancouver, B.C. 


Experienced reference librarian for New 
Westminster Public Library commencing Jan- 
uary 1, 1952. Salary $224.00 per month. This 
position offers opportunity for personal and 
professional development. You will enjoy work- 
ing and living in New Westminster. 
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A Workshop for Extension Librarians 


The University of Washington School of 


Librarianship is holding a workshop for exten- 
sion librarians from June 18 to July 6 at the 
University. The course, sponsored jointly by 
the School of Librarianship, the Library De- 
velopment committee of the Pacitic Northwest 
Library Association, and the Washington State 
Library is being given in order to afford an 
opportunity for librarians concerned with the 
extension and improvement of library services 
to work together on their own problems under 
the guidance of experienced leaders. Among 
those taking part and leading the discussions 
are Dr. Robert D. Leigh, Chairman and Director 
of the Public Library Inquiry, who will lead 
the workshop during the first week of the ses- 
sion; and, Mrs. Carma R. Zimmerman, State 
Librarian, who will have charge of the planning. 

Subjects under discussion are the extension 
and improvement of library services through 
units larger than local, town, and municipal 
areas; patterns for enlarged units; governmental 
and financial relations; programmes of service, 
and, citizen support. 

Fees for the three-week course are twenty 
dollars. Those planning to attend may secure 


accommodation in dormitories on the campus 
at reasonable cost. 

Full information may be obtained from the 
Director of the School of Librarianship, Uni- 


versity of Washington, Seattle 5, Washington. 





Victoria Public Library 

@ The Library Board has received an anony- 
mous donation of one thousand dollars for the 
use of university graduates planning to attend 
library school. 

@ The Friday afternoon story hours have 
been re-established in the Boys’ and Girls’ De- 
partment. We hope this programme may be 
continued when we move into the new building 
later this summer. 

@ Miss Susan Garnett became Mrs. Richard 
Thuil.ier in March. 

@ Miss Muriel Laing, first assistant in the 
Reference Department, has been granted leave 
of absence from May to September. She will 
accompany her brother, Dr. Lionel Laing of 
the University of Michigan, to the United King- 
dom and other parts of Europe. 


A Selected List of Recent B.C. Government Documents 


Department of Agriculture. 

Live Stock branch. 

(Livestock circular no. 46.) Suggestions for 
a manure shed. 1951. 3 pp.: diag. Mimeo. 

British Columbia Agronomists’ Association. 
(F.C.S. 1.) Chemical control of weeds, pre- 

pared by Weed Committee, B.C. Agrono- 
mists’ Assn. 1951. 14 pp.: 2 tables. Mimeo. 
Department of Education. 

List of schools in British Columbia with 
names and addresses of secretary-treasurers 
and principals 1950-1951. 1951. 23 pp. Mimeo. 

Provincial Library. 

Publications of the Government of British 
Columbia 1871-1947, by Marjorie C. 
Holmes, Assistant Provincial Librarian, 
Provincial Library, Victoria, B.C.; being 
a complete revision and enlargement of 
Publications of the Government of British 
Columbia, 1871-1937, by Sydney Weston. 
1950. 254 pp. (Reviewed in this issue of 
the Bulletin.) 


Department of Lands and Forests. 
Lands service. 
Land Utilization, Research and Survey 
division. 

Terrace district land utilization survey, 
by C. V. Faulknor, B.S.A. 1950. 31 pp.: 
map in pocket. 

A general description of the area but 
includes a detailed survey of soils. 


Department of Mines. 

(Bulletin no. 28.) Placer gold production of 
British Columbia, by Stuart S. Holland. 
1950. 89 pp.: maps in pocket. 

. the recorded placer production for 
the Province and for each placer stream 
in British Columbia. The data are the 
most complete now possible... .” 


Department of Trade and Industry. 
Bureau of Economics and Statistics. 
British Columbia facts and statistics 1950. 
Volume IV. 1951. 26 pp. 
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